
1 OSS Watch

http://www.oss-watch.ac.uk/
OSS Watch is a JISC-funded innovation support centre. We provide advice, guidance and support to UK Further and Higher Education wishing to engage with open source software development and use. OSS Watch has been hosted by OUCS since its inception in 2003.

In the last year, OSS Watch has focused on the following key activities:

· producing content on issues relating to open source software;

· development support for open source projects;

· community engagement in open source projects;

· technology transfer guidance for institutions; and

This year saw the introduction of strategic projects, which receive additional support from the OSS Watch team. This has been highly successful with, for example, the OpenCast community receiving grant funding from the Mellon Foundation and Wookie, from the University of Bolton, being accepted into the Apache Software Foundations Incubator.

In the last year we have published many briefing notes, conference reports, and case studies covering issues such as sustainable open source development, community management and engagement, IPR management, and commercialisation of open source solutions.

OSS Watch have also been successful in securing funding from the European Commission to extend their reach into teaching open source development practices within higher and further education.

Our support activities fall into three main areas:

Project development
project bid support; face-to-face project consultations;  telephone and/or email consultations; a conference on procuring open source at the institutional level; multiple  workshops; and representation at many third-party events (both national and international). 

Knowledge transfer
engaged with a significant number of institutions directly plus engagement with services such as JISC legal, and ISIS Innovation. 

Liason and collaboration
assisted a number of education focused organisations  in their engagement with open source development, use or exploitation (including Research Services in Oxford). 
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